INTRODUCTION
Under the visionary leadership of His Highness the Amir, the State of Qatar
has always been an active participant in the international community,
and a strong supporter of countries in their efforts to enhance peoples’
quality of life.
Qatar in the World highlights the country’s efforts and achievements
as it strives to make a positive impact around the world in areas such
as education, gender, youth, art and culture, sports, environment,
humanitarian and developmental assistance and health.
With the country doing so much in so many areas, distilling everything
that Qatar does into a set number of pages was always going to be an
optimistic proposition. This publication may be regarded as an overview
of Qatar’s commitment to international cooperation and development.
It offers a summary of Qatar’s efforts across numerous fields, while
providing a great starting point for all those seeking further information
on various governmental and private bodies, and the programmes and
initiatives they undertake.
Each chapter presents the major domestic bodies and institutions working to effect positive change around the world and brings to the fore
some of the most important individual programmes and initiatives. Additionally, Qatar’s cooperation and funding of international organizations,
such as UN entities, is highlighted throughout. While the primary focus is
to shine a light on Qatar’s activities beyond its borders, there are areas,
such as environmental efforts, where domestic initiatives are highly relevant, given that our shared ecosystem knows no boundaries, and what
one country does affects everyone.
By promoting hope instead of despair, peace instead of strife, and justice
instead of oppression, the State of Qatar seeks to transform lives, especially for the most vulnerable. Regardless of current regional challenges,
Qatar remains strongly committed to achieving its goals and fulfilling its
mandate with strategic partners. The world needs strong, united and effective nations to continue designing, developing and delivering better
policies for better lives. The State of Qatar will continue to deliver on our
efforts because we must, because we can, and because we care.
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ART AND CULTURE
Qatar can match top global art destinations and is officialy the world’s
biggest buyer of contemporary art. Each year, Qatar organises numerous
cultural events — festivals, seminars, lectures, evenings, art galleries,
book fairs and workshops. In addition, it is also home to Al Zubarah
Archaeological Site, a UNESCO World Heritage site.

INSTITUTIONS
MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND SPORTS
The Ministry seeks to provide a
growing and inclusive cultural environment for Qatari society and acts
as a sponsor and regulatory body
of the Cul ture and Sports sector.
It works to achieve a balance between modernisation and the preservation of the society’s values and
cultural heritage.
QATAR MUSEUMS
QM is an independent institution
responsible for the development
of museums, cultural institutions
and heritage sites in Qatar. The
scale and ambition of its museums makes them international by
their very nature. QM organises
and sponsors various events both
locally and internationally. Recently, they announced a collaboration
with Yuz Museum Shanghai and the
Los Angeles County Museum of Art
to jointly develop and share exhibi6

tions and programmes across their
institutions.
QM’s Office of Strategic Cultural
Relations (OSCR) promotes cultural diplomacy projects and bilateral cultural exchange programmes.
Central to its work are the ‘Years
of Culture’, last of which was India-Qatar in 2019. Each year a programme of activities is presented
exploring the contemporary and
traditional cultures of both countries, including exhibitions, festivals
and educational projects.
KATARA CULTURAL VILLAGE
Katara is the largest multidimensional culturalv project in Qatar.
Boasting numerous theatres, concert halls, exhibition galleries, and
cutting-edge facilities, Katara aims
to become a world leader for multi-cultural activities, and as such
hosts international, regional and
local festivals, workshops, performances and exhibitions. Katara
also serves as a guardian to Qatari
heritage and traditions.

DOHA FILM INSTITUTE
DFI is an independent, not-for-profit cultural organisation that works
on nurturing regional storytellers
while being global in scope. DFI’s
Grants Programme focuses on discovering and supporting emerging
talent from Qatar, the wider Arab
region, and around the world. The
programme provides creative and
financial assistance for short and
feature-length films and TV and
web series helmed by MENA scriptwriters and directors.
QATAR NATIONAL LIBRARY
QNL fosters and promotes greater
global insight into the history and
culture of the Gulf region through
collaborative partnerships. In 2012,
the Library began the implementation of a partnership with the British
Library to digitise the latter’s historical records on Qatar and the Gulf
for use by scholars and students
around the world. Since then it has
digitised more than 1.5 million pages and made them accessible for
free through the Qatar Digital Library (QDL).
UNESCO DOHA
Qatar is a member and regular
contributor to UNESCO, and has
additionally pledged USD 10 mn
to UNESCO’s Heritage Emergency
Fund (HEF) to support its ability to
preserve cultural and natural heritage in areas that may be vulnerable to disasters, or that may be
affected by armed conflict. The

UNESCO Office in Doha serves as
the Cluster Office to the GCC countries and Yemen. In 2019, Qatar was
elected as a member of the Intergovernmental Committee of the
Convention on the Protection and
Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions.

PROJECTS AND
PROGRAMMES
KATARA ARTS STUDIOS
KAS runs a series of programmes
for artists based in Qatar and the
region. The artist-in-residence programme is available to local, regional and international artists and
has been designed to build bridges
between artists from different national backgrounds and promote
meaningful dialogue and opportunities to share experiences.
QUMRA
A project by DFI which provides
mentorship and hands-on development for filmmakers from Qatar
and around the world.
KATARA GLOBAL ART FAIR
KatArt is a contemporary art fair
aimed at promoting local and international artists while contributing
to children’s education in various
countries. The first edition of the
fair will benefit children in Argentina through the Margarita Barrientos Foundation.
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PROMOTING MUSEUMS AND COMBATTING ILLICIT TRAFFIC IN THE GCC
AND YEMEN
Qatar is a partner in this UNESCO project, which will promote coordinated
solutions aimed at combatting the illicit trafficking of objects and museum
collections in the region, a problem that has become more acute in recent
years due to ongoing conflicts.
THE DOHA DRAMA WRITING AWARD
The award is the first of its kind in the Arab world. It is an annual award created by the Ministry of Culture and Sports, encouraging drama writers to
write and produce quality dramatic works for theatre, television and cinema, promoting drama writing in the community, enhancing societal unity, and emphasizing dialogue among cultures and civilizations. The overall
value of the Doha Drama Writing Award is USD 300,000, at USD 100,000 for
each category.

Qatar Museums’ Entities

NATIONAL
MUSEUM
OF QATAR

MUSEUM
OF ISLAMIC
ART (MIA)
FIRE STATION
ARTIST IN
RESIDENCE

MATHAF: ARAB
MUSEUM OF
MODERN ART

3-2-1 QATAR
OLYMPIC
AND SPORTS
MUSEUM

QATAR
CHILDREN’S
MUSEUM

ORIENTALIST
MUSEUM

GALLERIES &
ART SPACES

(opening soon)

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTARY HERITAGE LIBRARIES IN THE ARAB REGION
This collaboration between QNL and UNESCO is preserving the rich cultural heritage in libraries across the Arab region, which currently run the
risk of being lost due to neglect, natural decay, outdated technology, inadequate housing, or deliberate destruction. This project will ensure that
the documentary heritage of all countries in the Arab region is mapped,
and that specific areas which require capacity-building and additional
support are identified. An important outcome will be the provision of capacity-building training sessions and workshops for practitioners based in
countries in crisis.

Doha Film Institute Grants

39 1st or 2nd

7 Qatari

Filmmakers

14 1st or 2nd

4 TV and Web

time Feature
Filmmakers,
Non-MENA
Region

5

35 Women
Filmmakers

10

Short
Filmmakers,
MENA Region

Filkmakers,
MENA Region

Short
Filmmakers,
Qatar

8

time Feature
Filmmakers,
MENA Region

72 Overall
Grants
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QATAR RED CRESCENT

EDUCATION
Qatar is keeping a number of pledges to the world in the field of
education, such as providing quality education to a million girls in areas
of conflict by 2021. The Qatar Fund for Development alone contributed
USD 179.7mn to education in 2018. Education projects include sponsoring
refugee students, maintaining schools, providing free education to
children in need, supporting students through scholarships and giving
salaries to teachers and school staff around the world.

Qatar provides children and youth
with educational opportunities
through a wide range of programmes and initiatives, collaborating with national, regional and
international partners. Qatar’s
most prominent ambassador in
the field is Her Highness Sheikha
Moza bint Nasser, who has done
incredible work in the fields of education, gender equality and youth.
EDUCATION ABOVE ALL (EAA)
Education Above All is an umbrella organisation for several programmes (Educate A Child, Al
Fakhoora and Protect Education
in Insecurity and Conflict), which
specialise in providing educational opportunities to communities
stricken by poverty or crisis. The
foundation, chaired by Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser,
began operating in 2013, as a centralised home for stand-alone programmes. A pilot project, Kakuma,
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also falls under its remit. EAA has
been a major donor and partner to
UNESCO, its financial contribution
towards UNESCO’s programmes
and activities amounting to more
than USD 50mn. HH Sheikha Moza
bint Nasser, UNESCO Special Envoy
for Basic and Higher Education,
has also donated USD 20mn to the
UNESCO Emergency Fund.
QATAR CHARITY (QC)
Qatar Charity works in more than
30 countries across Africa, Asia
and Europe in co-operation with
local governments, humanitarian
organisations and UN agencies
to provide quality education to
those in need. QC’s 2019 education
projects were worth USD 3.8mn,
included sponsoring refugee students, maintaining schools, providing free education to children in
need and giving salaries to teachers and school staff. Together, they
benefitted some 59,000 people.

Qatar Red Crescent worked to
improve education and training in
several countries like Iraq, Palestine, and Nepal, paying a total of
USD 2.52mn in this regard (Annual Report 2017). Under the Emir’s
Specialist Medical Scholarship
Programme, a sixth batch of Palestinian physicians received scholarships to study in Qatar for 2–6
years.
QATAR FUNDATION INTERNATIONAL
(QFI)
Since 2009, QFI has provided direct
support to schools who want to establish or expand Arabic language
programmes at the primary and
secondary school level. Funding is
available to public or public charter schools in the United States,
and to state-funded schools in the
U.K. and Germany, and support
is provided for teachers’ salaries
and classroom curriculum material
and development. Currently, QFI’s
school grants reach more than
3,200 students in the U.S., U.K., and
Canada.
QATAR UNIVERSITY
Scholarships for applicants from
outside Qatar: Successful applicants are sponsored by Qatar University and these scholarships include exemption from tuition fees,
provision of university accommodation, and annual round trip air
fare ticket and booking fee exemptions.

HIGHLIGHTED
PROJECTS AND
PROGRAMMES
EDUCATE A CHILD (EAC)
EAC’s particular mandate is to influence the enrolment and retention
of at least 10 million children who
are out of primary education. EAC
targets hard-to-reach marginalised
children, in particular children in
poverty, those who face social or
cultural barriers to education, and
those in crisis and conflict-affected
environments. Since inception, EAC
has implemented 72 projects in 50
countries. To date, EAC’s actual enrolments exceed 9.2 million out-ofschool children.
WISE
Qatar Foundation, under the leadership of its Chairperson, Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser,
established the World Innovation
Summit for Education (WISE) in
2009. Through both the biennial
summit and a range of ongoing
programmes, WISE is promoting innovation in education through collaboration. The WISE@ are a series
of local and regional education
forums that focus on regional education challenges and promote the
exchange of knowledge with local
and regional partners. They provide
an inspiring mix of global and local
experiences to give participants
relevant and useful knowledge of
best educational practices and
ideas for collaboration and action.
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REACH OUT TO ASIA (ROTA)
ROTA works together with partners, volunteers, and local communities to
ensure that people affected by crises across Asia, and around the world,
have continuous access to high-quality primary and secondary education. To date, ROTA has provided quality primary education to 395,535
children in targeted countries, helped 9,580 youths acquire knowledge
and skills for better employment, helped 15,488 local youths acquire
leadership skills, provided training to 14,845 teachers, rehabilitated/constructed 336 schools, and directly benefited 1,539,595 people.
AL FAKHOORA
Established in 2009 as a response to the conflict in Gaza that destroyed
numerous schools and universities, Al Fakhoora expanded in 2016 to six
new regions to support Palestinians in the West Bank, and Syrian IDPs and
refugees in Syria, Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, and Iraq. It has reached more
than 1,150,000 individuals, awarded 6,500 scholarship packages, reconstructed 93 educational facilities, established five children’s protection
networks in Gaza, trained 448 professionals in child protection services, served over 9,358 children and caregivers, and reached 7,482 children
with psychosocial support services.

EDUCATION ABOVE ALL IMPLEMENTED PROGRAMMES
IN 50 COUNTRIES
While EAA has implemented programmes in 50 countries, below is a
snapshot of the top 10 with data showing the number of children that
benefitted from the programmes per country.

Palestine

Syria

Iraq

Pakistan

1,383,041

1,214,530

1,696,744

382,121

DISTRIBUTION OF QFFD’S 2018 FUNDING FOR EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAMMES

PROGRAMME

FUNDING

School reconstruction in Tirana, Albania

USD 1.35mn

Access to education for children of Mali

USD 40mn

WAJD Program - Palestine

USD 10mn

Tomorrow’s Youth Organization — Palestine

USD 3.8mn

‘Educate a Child’ Project — South Sudan

USD 6mn

Sudan Public Health Training Initiative (SPHTI)

USD 2mn

Creating access to education for out-of-school
children — Syria

USD 21.4mn

United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA)

USD 50mn

EDUCATE A CHILD CUMULATIVE SCHOOL ENROLMENTS
S BY YEAR
In 2018, EAA celebrated a significant milestone of securing commitments
for more than 10.4 million out-of-school children and had already enrolled
more than 7.5 million.

Nigeria
561,574

Sudan

Kenya
484,151

2013–2014

2014–2015

2015–2016

7,545,486

2012–2013

5,730,582

3,949,561

846,564

Democratic
Republic of
Congo

2,095,146

India

1,696,744

1,035,928

Mali

503,849

661,809

2017

2018

1,696,744
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ENVIRONMENT
Qatar is striking a delicate balance between economic and social
development on one side and the responsibility of conserving, managing
and developing the environment on the other. The country is committed
to protecting the environment, as evident by its domestic efforts as
well as by its participation in international organisations, conventions
and treaties.

The government sets strategies and
implements them through the main
body devoted to the preservation
of the environment — the Ministry
of Municipality and Environment,
under which specialised departments such as the Environmental
Assessment, Climate Change and
Industrial Inspection & Pollution
Control Department operate. Various other ministries, governmental
entities, and private organisations
also deal in matters related to environmental protection.
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
STRATEGY 2017–2022
The Environmental Sustainability
Strategy (ESS) 2017–2022, which
was prepared by the Ministry of
Municipality and Environment,
forms a crucial part of Qatar’s
Second National Development
Strategy (NDS-2) 2018–2022. The
ESS 2017–2022, which incorporates
the UN’s Sustainable Development
Agenda 2030, evaluates the tar14

gets, addresses the current state
of environmental development and
protection, and most importantly,
sets out sectoral targets to combat climate change and environmental degradation in all its forms.
CARBON EMISSIONS
Through the National Energy
Management and Efficiency Programme (Tarsheed), Qatar’s initiatives have resulted in lowered per
capita carbon emissions, which
have been decreasing at a rate of
1 million tons annually since 2013.
Gas flaring has meanwhile been
reduced by 70% and fell from 0.023
billion cubic metres per million
tons of energy produced to 0.007.
The upcoming electrification of
Doha’s buses, the already operating Metro system and the commitment to host a carbon neutral
Football World Cup in 2022 are all
aimed at further reductions of CO2
emissions
.

ELECTRICITY
The Tarsheed programme has also
decreased the per capita electricity consumption by 18% since 2012,
with plans for further reduction
of 8% by 2022. A key development
earmarked for the near future is
the promulgation of laws intended
to encourage the use of energy efficient appliances.
RENEWABLE ENERGY
An 800MW solar power plant representing 10% of the country’s peak
energy demands is expected to
come online in 2021. In addition, the
Qatar Solar Technology Company
already produces high-quality polysilicon, which is used by the global
solar industry to produce solar energy solutions.
WATER RESOURCES
The entire country has access to
safe potable water and nearly
100% of the population has access
to sewage services, of which 99%
is being safely treated as of 2017.
Through the Tarsheed programme,
Qatar has managed to decrease
the per capita water consumption
by 20% since 2012 and has set a
further reduction target of 15% by
2022. A general reduction of potable water loss that occurs in the
distribution network is set to bring
down losses to 8%, while 70% of
treated water is planned to be reused in the future.

WASTE
Domestic waste production has
been successfully kept at 1.3kg per
person per day in the 2011–2016 time
frame, which is slightly lower than
the OECD average. The next targets
envision a 15% recycling rate of all
solid waste generated by the end
of 2022, and increasing the proportion of recycled materials used in
construction projects to 20% of the
total. Further developments foresee the issuing of a Green Building
Code, the application of which will
be mandatory across the public
and private sectors.
BIODIVERSITY
Qatar’s efforts in protecting flora
and fauna and supporting biodiversity are reflected in the National Biodiversity Strategy 2015–2025.
29.8% of the country’s total area
now consists of protected land
and marine zones, one of the highest percentages in the world. An
encouraging sign of successful
efforts has been the total area
of Qatar’s mangroves increasing
from 7.3km2 in 2010 to 9.3km2 in
2015.
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The State of Qatar understands
that we ultimately all share our
world, and that the protection
of the environment can only truly work on a global scale with all
parties involved. To that end Qatar
has ratified 15 international environmental conventions, eight multilateral agreements, five regional conventions and five bilateral
agreements.
Some of these include the Paris
Agreement, Convention on Biological Diversity, Comprehensive
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification and Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone
Layer to name just a few.
Further on, the country is a founding member of the Global Green
Growth Institute, which is an international organisation promoting
green growth — a concept characterised by the balance between
economic growth and environmental sustainability. Qatar Investment Authority (QIA) is a founding
member of the One Planet Sovereign Wealth Fund, which aims to
contribute towards the smooth
transition to a more sustainable,
low-carbon economy.
Qatar supports other countries
in the form of grants, as in
September 2019, when H.H. the
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-

ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE INDEX (EPI)

Thani announced a contribution
of USD 100mn to support tackling
climate change in small developing
island states and least developed
countries.
Qatar Fund for Development, Qatar Charity and Qatar Red Crescent also devote financing to environmental projects around the
world. These often focus on rehabilitating water networks in places
like Pakistan, Darfur, Yemen, Morocco and others, enabling access
to safe, potable water to those
worse affected.
COP18
In 2012, Qatar reinforced its commitment to preserving the environment by hosting the 18th yearly session of the United Nations
Climate Change Conference —
COP18, where the governments of
the world consolidated the efforts
of the past several years of negotiations and opened the door to
greater ambition and action. The
conference’s most notable outcomes were collectively referred to
as the Doha Climate Gateway and,
among other aspects, included an
agreement to extend the lifespan
of the Kyoto Protocol, which was
just about to expire, until 2020.
Further, a timetable to adopt a universal climate agreement by 2015
was agreed upon, which eventually led to Kyoto’s successor, the Paris Agreement, coming into force in
2016.

EPI measures the extent to which countries implement policies to protect
their natural environments, by calculating 20 separate indicators across
areas such as air quality, agriculture, climate and energy.
COUNTRY

WORLD RANKING

MENA RANKING

Qatar

32

2

Egypt

66

7

UAE

77

9

Saudi Arabia

86

11

Bahrain

96
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2018 results

INTERNATIONAL
AGREEMENTS &
PARTNERSHIPS

QFFD’s ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS
PROJECT

COUNTRY

FUNDS

Sudan

$3 million

Iraq

$3 million

Rehabilitation of Water
and Sanitation Sectors

Yemen

$70 million

Qatar Friendship Fund
Tunisia

Tunisia

Water projects part of
a $97 million grant

Potable water for South
and Central Darfur
Support for Rehabilitating
Waterworks in Iraq

Drought relief

Sri Lanka

$500,000

QATAR’S CO2 EMMISSIONS PER CAPITA
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HUMANITARIAN AND
DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE
Qatar is one of the most important regional actors in providing
humanitarian and development assistance to the needy around the
globe and especially across the Arab world. Through a wide range of
activities, both the State and Qatari private organisations engage on
the international stage to help alleviate both natural as well as manmade disasters.

The human and developmental aid
provided by Qatar, while focused
on the Arab region, goes beyond it
and extends all over the world to
places such as Chile, Japan, the
USA, and Albania, to name just a
few among the over 100 countries
which have in the past benefitted
from Qatar’s assistance.
Qatar’s work in this sphere is concentrated mainly on the least developed low-income countries, and
on those affected by natural disasters and conflict. It supports reconstruction programmes, sustainable
development projects in the areas
of education and health, food security assistance, and mobilises
essentials badly needed in disaster
zones.
Despite the 2017 blockade, the volume of Qatar’s humanitarian and
development aid has remained
consistent. Through the maintenance of funding, it is upholding its
international commitments, in line
18

with the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals that address poverty eradication, reducing inequality
and promoting sustainability. Qatar
disbursed over USD 2bn of humanitarian and development assistance
in 2017 alone, following a combined
assistance of USD 7bn, distributed
between 2008 and 2014.
In 2018, Qatar became the first
country in the Arab Gulf to pass a
Refugee Asylum Law, demonstrating its commitment to the protection of displaced person rights.

DOMESTIC ENTITIES
QATAR FUND FOR DEVELOPMENT
(QFFD)
The state’s main humanitarian and
developmental assistance institution is the Qatar Fund for Development, which carries out its mission
by partnering and disbursing funds
to domestic strategic partners, international institutions, NGOs, and

multilateral organisations such as
various UN bodies. QFFD prioritises
infrastructure, education, health
and humanitarian relief sectors.
While it operates on a global level,
it plays on the strength and field
expertise of its partner organisations, concentrating its efforts on
the Arab world (80% of total distributed funds in 2018) by using
focused geographic and sectoral
strategies. QFFD provided USD
2.2bn of humanitarian and development assistance from 2015 to
May 2019, helping to improve the
lives of people in key afflicted areas, such as in Yemen, Syria, Palestine, and Iraq among others.
QATAR CHARITY
Founded in 1992, Qatar Charity is
the country’s biggest charitable
NGO, with a field presence in 25
countries across Eurasia and Africa, soon to expand to a total of
37, with eight new offices slated to
open just in 2020. The organization
was initially founded to provide
life-saving assistance to children
affected by conflicts or natural
disasters, and later expanded its
objectives to include various other
sectors. Today, Qatar Charity exercises an enormous capacity for
implementing humanitarian and
developmental aid projects on the
ground, providing USD 1.6bn in assistance between 2013 and 2018,
benefitting more than 110 million
people worldwide.

EDUCATION ABOVE ALL (EAA)
EAA, established in 2012, was
founded by Her Highness Sheikha
Moza bint Nasser, who among her
many other roles, is an official advocate for the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals. EAA’s aim is
to contribute to human, social and
economic development through
the provision of quality education.
Its programmes have thus far encompassed 50 countries and have
helped enrol 7.5 million children in
school. In 2018 alone, the foundation devoted USD 120mn to its initiatives.
SILATECH
Silatech is an international social
development NGO, which works
on promoting large-scale job creation, connecting youth to jobs, and
enabling them access to resources
to establish and sustain successful
enterprises. The organisation created and/or sustained more than
1.3 million jobs between 2008 and
2018, in 17 countries across Africa
and the Middle East, supporting a
region often plagued by instability in being more economically vibrant. Its current goal is to increase
that number to five million, calling
upon the international community
to join in and help contribute.
QATAR RED CRESCENT
Qatar Red Crescent was the first
and oldest humanitarian organisation in Qatar, launching its activities in 1978. It has field presence in
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eight countries: Iraq, Lebanon, Nepal, Palestine, Somalia, Sudan, Turkey and Yemen. With spending in
2017 amounting to USD 42mn, more
than eight million people across
23 countries have benefitted from
QRC’s relief and developmental
programmes.
RACA
The Regulatory Authority for Charitable Activities regulates private
charities and ensures compliance
with standards and transparency
by scrutinising the administrative
and financial operations of private
charitable entities in Qatar.
OTHER INSTITUTIONS
There are a number of similar institutions in Qatar that also deal with
providing humanitarian and development assistance. Some of the
most notable are Jassim and Hamad bin Jassim Charitable Foundation and Eid Charity, with the latter
now only operating in Qatar.
In the research and knowledge capacity building area, the Center
for Conflict and Humanitarian Action Studies was established under
the umbrella of the Doha Institute
for Graduate Studies. The Center
conducts research on the causes,
impacts and responses to conflict,
humanitarian crises, state fragility, and war-to-peace transitions in
the Middle East and North Africa.
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COOPERATION WITH
UNITED NATIONS
A fairly recent development has
seen the country beginning to
channel an ever-increasing amount
of its humanitarian and developmental funding through multilateral organisations.
In 2018, Qatar pledged USD 500mn
in support of UN agencies. The
agreement will also result in four
new UN offices being opened in the
country: UNICEF, the International
Organisation for Migration (IOM),
the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and
the Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). Qatar has also cooperated extensively with international organisations
in the past, having made financial
contributions to over 40 bodies
and entities of the United Nations
between 2000 and 2014.
THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH
COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES
(UNHCR)
The UNHCR and QFFD signed a
two-year agreement involving USD
16mn to help support refugees and
displaced persons. Further, private
Qatari donors have started playing a major role in UNHCR’s funding, as evidenced in 2019 when
Sheikh Thani bin Abdullah Al-Thani
became UNHCR’s largest individual donor ever, after contributing
USD 35mn and being appointed as
one of only three UNCHR Eminent
Advocates. Total private donations

from individuals in Qatar amounted to USD 48mn that same year.
THE UNITED NATIONS
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
(UNDP)
The UNDP, which works on eradicating poverty and reducing inequality and exclusion, and QFFD signed
a USD 16mn agreement in December 2018, intended for the body’s
core resource funding. Qatar also
became the first country to support UNDP’s Accelerator Labs with
further funding of USD 20mn. During the Doha Forum 2019, the Qatar Computing Research Institute
(QCRI) and UNDP signed a separate
MoU. The agreement will see QCRI
and UNDP work on increasing the
institutional capability of the Accelerator Labs project by providing
remote webinars and in-person design sessions on data science and
artificial intelligence for social and
developmental applications.
THE UNITED NATIONA RELIEF AND
WORKS AGENCY for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA)
The UNRWA for Palestinian refugees
focuses on mitigating detrimental
effects on the lives of refugees by
providing relief and social services,
education, and healthcare among
others. The State of Qatar donated
USD 90mn between 2018 and 2019
in order to further UNRWA’s cause,
making it the agency’s eighth most
important backer in 2018. Qatar’s
contribution has and will continue

to support 445,000 Palestinian
refugees in Syria with basic health
and education services, as well as
vocational and technical training
courses.

OTHER BODIES
There are several other UN bodies with which Qatar collaborates,
such as OCHA and UNESCO. Beyond the UN, Qatar partners with
international organizations which
include the Global Financing Facility, Taawon (Welfare Association),
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the Carter Center, the Global
Fund, Islamic Development Bank,
the Global Community Engagement and Resilience Fund (GCERF),
the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and Orbis among
many others.

Main Sectors Of
Humanitarian And
Development Assistance
Disbursed By Qffd, 2016-18
SECTOR

Infrastructure

AMOUNT

(USD) in millions

USD 620mn

Education

USD 411mn

Healthcare

USD 300mn

Relief

USD 222mn

Economic
Development

USD 166mn
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HIGHLIGHTED PROJECTS
Institution
QFFD

Program
Gaza
Reconstruction
Programme

Goal

Allocated
Funds

Allocating funds for the reconstruction of infrastructure, houses, hospitals and schools, directly
benefiting more than one million
people. Some of the construction:
600 housing units, building of main
roads, H.H Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Hospital for the Rehabilitation
of Artificial Limbs.

USD 1.4bn
(2011–
2016)

QFFD, Qatar
Charity &
Qatar Red
Crescent

Development
and
Reconstruction
of Darfur

Implementing projects designed
to support displaced persons’ voluntary return to their hometowns,
after violence in the region forced
whole communities to leave their
homes and livelihoods.

USD 70mn
(2017
onwards)

QFFD

The Global Fund

Providing funding to The Global
Fund, which helps 234 million
people around the world by
focusing on eradicating diseases
through prevention, health care,
immunisation and treatment.

USD 50mn
(2019–
2020)

Enabling more than 400,000 Syrian
refugee children in Syria, Turkey,
Jordan, Lebanon, and Iraq to gain
an education and empowering
them with the skills needed to
support themselves.

USD
150mn
(2017–22)

Maintaining and reconstructing
damaged educational institutions,
distributing textbooks, and providing scholarships, which 810,000
people in Turkey, Syria, Indonesia,
Bangladesh, etc. benefited from.

USD
29.5mn
(2019–20)

Supporting UNICEF’s water and
sanitation sector reconstruction
in Yemen in order to minimise contaminated water-related diseases
and help improve access to potable water for 8.5 million people.

USD 70mn

Supporting development in Morocco through various projects in
multiple sectors including health,
social housing, higher education,
environment, sustainable development, and fisheries.

USD
1.25bn
(2012
onwards)

Providing necessary winter supplies
to 500,000 people in the form of
food, shelter and heating. Covers 17
countries including Syria, Palestine,
Kyrgyzstan, and Pakistan among
others.

USD 1.25bn
(2012
onwards)

QFFD, Qatar
Charity,
Education
Above All &
Silatech

Qatar Charity

QFFD

QFFD

QUEST

Various
Programmes

Rehabilitation
of Water and
Sanitation
Sectors

Developmental
Projects in
Morocco

Institution

Program

QFFD

Qatar Friendship
Fund — Japan

Helping 655,000 people with relief
efforts and rapid response actions
following the 2011 earthquake and
tsunami disasters in Japan.

USD
100mn
(2012–16)

QFFD &
Education
Above All

Access to
Education for all
Children of Mali

Helping ensure nearly 600,000
children in Mali benefit from a suitable primary education, by cooperating with several NGOs.

USD 40mn
(2017–
2021)

TOP THREE RECIPIENT COUNTRIES OF QATARI
HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE, 2013–2019
2013

2014

Afghanistan Lebanon

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Yemen

Syria

Syria

Iraq

Syria

Chad

Palestine

Syria

Libya

Iraq

Syria

Palestine

Syria

Turkey

Turkey

Jordan

Chile

Yemen

Lebanon

Map of Qatar Charity Field Offices

Bosnia
Kosovo
Albania
Tunisia

Kyrgyzstan
Turkey
Palestine
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Developmental
Projects in
Morocco

Pakistan

Nepal
Bangladesh

Mauritania
Mali

Niger

Chad

Sudan

Djibouti

Yemen

Burkina Faso
Ghana

QFFD

Allocated
Funds

Goal

Somalia
Kenya

Sri Lanka

Indonesia
Comoros
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SPORTS
From hosting some of the biggest international competitions, sponsoring
leagues, teams and organisations all over the world, offering cuttingedge sports injury treatment facilities, to running international sportsrelated humanitarian and developmental programmes, Qatar is at the
forefront of not only domestic, but also world-wide sports development.

HOSTING
INTERNATIONAL
SPORTS EVENTS
Qatar has played host to around
440 international sporting events
since 1993, across all sports and
age groups. Some of the most notable ones were the 2006 Asian
Games, the 2015 Men’s World Handball Championship, the 2015 World
Swimming Championships, the 2016
World Road Cycling Championship,
the 2019 and 2020 FIFA Club World
Cup and the 2019 World Athletics
Championships. In addition, Doha
has been hosting high level annual
sports events such as the ExxonMobil Qatar Open (tennis), the Commercial Bank Qatar Masters (golf)
and the MotoGP Superbike Championship, to name just a few.
2022 FIFA WORLD CUP
The 2022 FIFA World Cup will be a
historic event not only for Qatar
but for the world at large, marking
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the first time the Cup will be held
in the Middle East. Fans will, for the
very first time, have the opportunity to visit multiple matches on
the same day, as the venues are so
close together.
Organised by the Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy (SC),
the body plans to leave a lasting
legacy not only to Qatar, but to
communities around the world,
as it envisions potentially donating the modular elements of the
Ras Abu Aboud Stadium after the
event.
Further, the plan will see grandstand seats from other stadiums
demounted and shipped to countries in need of sporting infrastructure, thereby supporting the creation of a strong legacy of football
development.
As part of the SC’s commitment
to positively impact the world beyond Qatar, it uses football for
development initiatives, through
which it addresses social issues
in the neediest countries. This

programme, called Generation
Amazing, has to date constructed
19 community football pitches for
the most vulnerable communities
in places such as Pakistan and Nepal. These projects have already
benefitted tens of thousands of
people.
Another initiative named Challenge 22 is geared towards supporting innovation in hosting
sporting events, such as for the WC
2022. The SC organised this competition in four key areas: sustainability, health and safety, internet
of things, and tourism experience.
Winning ideas received USD 15,000
and the opportunity to receive an
additional USD 100,000 to develop
a proof of concept. Further on they
will get the chance to showcase
their ideas in front of a global audience in 2022, and have access to
mentoring from leading scientists
and researchers in the region

SPORTS RELATED
HUMANITARIAN &
DEVELOPMENTAL
PROGRAMMES
QATAR FUND FOR DEVELOPMENT
(QFFD)
Sports Initiative for Peace and Development in Darfur — USD 110,000
QFFD, Qatar Charity and the International Centre for Sports Security (ICSS) have collaborated by
signing an agreement to launch
the Sports Initiative for Peace and
Development in Darfur. The project

included a 3-day youth training
camp where clothing, sports supplies, and first aid kits were also
distributed.
Educational Project for Children —
USD 300,000
QFFD, in partnership with PACES
Foundation, launched a project to
provide post-school sports programs for youth aged 7 to 16 years
in Palestine, Jordan, and Lebanon.
The project aims to enhance the
life skills of 6,240 children through
sports programmes and educational activities and empower
them to become active citizens
within their communities.
EDUCATION ABOVE ALL
EAA works on empowering Palestinian refugee children and youth
through sports in the three refugee
camps in Lebanon: Al-Buss, Myeh
w Myeh, and Nahr el Bared. The
4,800 children there suffer from
severe poverty and poor infrastructure, with only limited access
to recreational activities. During
the first year, two sports fields
were rehabilitated, 69 coaches
from 45 sports youth clubs trained
to instil sports values, leadership
skills, athletic nutrition, and technical competencies, and over 1,800
youth from the three camps participated in eight organised sports
tournaments and 35 courses.
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WORLD CLASS FACILITIES

OTHERS

ASPETAR
Aspetar Qatar Orthopaedic and Sports Medicine Hospital is one of the
world’s leading hospitals in its field and the first specialised sports hospital in the Middle East and the Gulf region, having been accredited by FIFA
as a sports medicine centre of excellence in providing high-quality medical treatment for sports-related injuries. Many high-profile sportsmen
and women from around the world have received treatment at Aspetar.

QIPCO

QIPCO
Royal Ascot (2014–
2024)

Prix Du Jockey Club
(2017–)

QREC

QREC
Prix de l’Arc de
Triomphe (2008–2022)

INTERNATIONAL SPONSORHIPS
Qatar’s companies sponsor a host of international sports competitions,
with Qatar Airways leading the field.

Goodwood Festival
(2019–2024)

QNB

QNB

QATAR AIRWAYS
Asian Football
Association (2014–2017)
Philippine Football
Federation (2020–2022)

FC Bayern München
(2018–2023)

FIFA

All Nepal Football
Association
League(2019–2020)

CHI AL SHAQAB
Sydney Swans (2016–)
FC Barcelona (2013–
2017)
Formula E (2017–)
AS Roma (2018–)

FIFA Club World Cup
(2019&2020)
CONMEBOL (2018–2022)
KAS Eupen (2019–)

IAAF (2019–2022)

QNB

Ooredoo
Trabzonspor (2016–
2019)

Myanmar Football
Federation (2013–)

Ooredoo
Tunisian Football
Federation (2017–2021)

International Premier
Tennis League
(2015–2018)
The Curragh (2017–)

Qatar 2022 building football pitches around the world

Boca Juniors (2018–)
Brooklyn Nets (2018–)
2018 Asian Games

Jordan: 2
Club Africain (2020–2024)

Paris Saint-Germain F.C
(2020–2022)
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Nepal: 6
Lebanon: 1

Syria: 1
Pakistan: 9
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HIGHLIGHTED
PROJECTS

HEALTH
The Qatar National Vision 2030 sets human health as one of the
Government’s top priorities. The country’s healthcare spending is among
the highest in the Middle East, with USD 6.2bn invested in healthcare in
2018. Qatar also demonstrated a strong commitment to global health
security by donating millions of dollars to relieving health emergencies
all over the world.

Internationally, Qatar collaborates
with institutions such as the WHO
and UNICEF, a variety of NGOs, has
established several foundations,
and hosts numerous international
conferences.

MAJOR DONORS AND
SPONSORS
Qatar Fund For Development
(QFFD)
In 2018 QFFD allocated USD 22.1mn
for global healthcare relief. In Libya, over 600,000 people benefitted from projects funded by QFFD
to the tune of USD 8mn. The projects supported the health sector
through training staff, supplying
equipment and medicine, the restoration of laboratories, and the
establishment of an electronic
reference library. In Yemen, QFFD
funded USD 6.5mn worth of projects in healthcare, benefitting
over 680,000 people.
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Qatar Red Crescent (QRCS)
At a total cost of USD 22.6mn,
health aid was provided in 2019 to
millions of patients in the Central
African Republic (CAR), Afghanistan, Sudan, Somalia, Iraq, Niger,
Yemen, Bangladesh, Syria, Palestine, Libya, and Mauritania.
Qatar Charity
In the field of health, 76 projects
worth more than USD 17.3mn have
been implemented, benefitting
about four million people in 18
countries, including approximately
1,200 beneficiaries in Bangladesh
and 1,150 beneficiaries in Palestine. Projects implemented in Syria
amounted to more than USD 9.6mn.
Health projects include building
hospitals and health centres, improving access to healthcare services for Rohingya refugees in
Bangladesh, providing treatment to
those of very low income in India,
deploying medical convoys in Burkina Faso, and providing emergency
medical assistance in Yemen.

H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
Hospital, Gaza
QFFD funded the reconstruction of
H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Hospital with a grant of USD 16.5mn in
addition to funding the operation
expenses of the hospital with a total amount of USD 3mn for hiring
medical staff and the purchase of
consumables.
Saint John Hospital, Gaza
After aiding the rebuilding and operations of the Saint John Hospital in Gaza in 2012 with a USD 2mn
grant, QFFD re-committed a further fund of USD 2mn for two more
years (2018- 2020). The hospital
provides ophthalmic treatment for
an estimated two million residents
in Gaza, benefitting children and
the elderly particularly.
Qatar Creating Vision (QCV)
QFFD supports the international
eye care charity, Orbis, with the
Qatar Creating Vision initiative,
whose goal is to provide universal
access to eye-care services and
training for doctors, teachers and
community workers. Since 2016, it
has made possible millions of eye
tests for children in India and Bangladesh, and helped children and
adults struggling with vision loss
within the Rohingya and local host
community in South East Bangladesh. In two years, Orbis has delivered over 150,000 eye tests, treat-

ments and surgeries. In 2020, the
initiative is set to expand across
Africa and Asia.
Health Centre for Rohingya
In joint coordination with the International Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC),
QFFD along with QRCS has funded the transformation of the field
hospital to a Primary Healthcare
Complex at the Palong Khali camp,
which offers primary healthcare
for around 800,000 refugees and
host communities.
Primary Healthcare, Al-Zaatari
camp, Jordan
The Qatari clinics under the supervision of the QRCS have been providing primary health care services
for over four years and are a major
contributor to the health care system within the camp. For the last
three years they have also provided dental services, as well as prenatal care.
Palestinian students at HMC
Qatar Red Crescent Society, together with Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC), has brought the
8th batch of Palestinian physicians
to Qatar under the Emiri Medical
Scholarship Programme. This academic year of 2019–2020, 10 physicians from Gaza and the West Bank
will attend postgraduate studies
for 4–5 years. After that, each graduate will receive the Arab Board of
Health Specialisations (ABHS) certification from HMC.
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Qatar Airways offers free transportation for Coronavirus relief aid
Qatar Airways is volunteering free air cargo transportation for medical
supplies moving into China from Chinese embassies and consulates around
the world. The company also donated 300 tonnes of medical supplies to
support Coronavirus relief efforts, including face masks and sanitisers.
World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH)
A global innovation initiative of QF, WISH is an example of multidisciplinary
cooperation among the international healthcare community, dedicated to
capturing and disseminating the best evidence-based ideas and practices
in this field. WISH’s global community includes some of the most important
researchers and innovators in healthcare, with delegates from more than
100 countries, including almost 40 minister-level representatives attending
its biennial summit.
Working for Health
Silatech partnered with the WHO on the “Working for Health” programme,
which seeks to facilitate the creation of about 1.9 million jobs in 2022 in
Africa and will contribute to ensuring a sufficient workforce for the health
sector.

Immunisation rates in Qatar
VACCINE

Qatar’s capacity to prevent, detect, and rapidly respond
to public health threats – WHO assesment

Immunisation
National legislation, policy
and financing
Biosafety and biosecurity
Food safety
Zoonotic diseases
Antimicrobial resistance
IHR coordination,
communication and advocacy
1

2

3

4

5

1

2

3

4

5

Preparedness

QATAR

WORLD

Medical countermeasures
and personnel deployment

Diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis

97%

85%

Linking public health and
security authorities

Polio

97%

85%

Risk communication

Measels

93%

67%

Hepatitis B

97%

43%

Pneumococcal conjugate

98%

44%

Rotavirus

93%

28%

Points of entry
Chemical events
Radiation emergencies

1 = No capacity, 2 = Limited capacity, 3 = Developed capacity,
4 = Demonstrated capacity, 5 = Sustainable capacity
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COVID 19
At the beginning of 2020, and in a few short weeks, the current
international order experienced a shock by way of COVID-19, disrupting
the movement of people and goods around the world. Qatar has been
able to continue with its aid programmes, providing USD 88 million in
funding and aid to over 80 countries battling COVID-19, while effectively
managing the pandemic at home.

THE SITUATION AT
HOME
Qatar has been significantly affected by COVID-19 in terms of the
number of people testing positive,
with the figure standing at around
127,000 as of early October 2020,
out of a population of almost three
million. Thankfully, the total number of deceased in the same timeframe has been relatively low, with
216 succumbing to the disease — a
mortality rate of around 0.17% —
one of the lowest in the world.
As elsewhere around the world,
Qatar implemented a number of
preventive measures to curb the
spread of the disease, including
mandating the use of face masks
and closing schools. To ease economic repercussions, the government launched a strong domestic
stimulus package of USD 20.6bn
to help the private sector weather the storm. In addition, several
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decrees were passed to postpone
the payment of rent and utilities in
various sectors, including residential real estate.

PROVIDING
ASSISTANCE TO THE
WORLD
In times when globalisation is unravelling before our eyes, Qatar
has stepped up its involvement
with the international community
by providing badly needed financial and medical resources to over
80 other countries. Government
and private sectors have distributed nearly USD 90mn, out of which
USD 10mn was pledged to the WHO
and USD 20mn to the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI).
In addition, the Ministry of Defence
delivered five field hospitals to
Iraq, Italy and Tunisia, providing
essential
medical
resources
which included 1,350 beds and a

number of ventilators among other
supplies.
Beyond financial assistance, plasma from recovered patients in Qatar has been flown to Italy in order
to help identify potentially life-saving treatments for the disease.
The partnership between Qatar
Foundation, Hamad Medical Corporation and the Embassy of Italy
has resulted in the samples being
analysed by the Sardinia Healthcare and Research Properties, with
hopes of positive outcomes.
Qatar Fund For Development
(QFFD)
TThe value of state foreign aid
intended to tackle the COVID-19
pandemic amounted to nearly USD
50mn and was distributed to 32
countries as well as international
organisations. QFFD’s aid came in
the form of both direct financial
donations as well as providing
medical supplies such as respirators, ventilators, masks, sterilisers
and disinfectants among others.
Qatar’s contributions of USD 20mn
to GAVI and USD 10mn to the WHO
reflects its commitment to multilateral organisations and aims
to ensure rapid access to tests
as well as finding treatments and
vaccines which would be accessible to all.
QFFD also provided financial support of USD 150mn to the Gaza
Strip, part of which is intended to
help its population cope with the
effects of the disease.

Private Sector & Charitable
Organisations
In addition to the government, the
private sector and charitable organisations greatly contributed
to the efforts in combating COVID-19, with the value of foreign aid
reaching nearly USD 40mn by August 2020. This financial and medical assistance was distributed to
66 countries around the world with
Qatar Charity and Qatar Red Crescent providing a combined total of
USD 15.3mn of aid. The private sector, led by Qatar Airways, Qatar
National Bank, Al Majid Group and
Baladna, among others, contributed a substantial amount in the sum
of USD 23.3mn.
Qatar Charity (QC)
Qatar Charity has extended its
helping hand to 56 countries
around the world during the pandemic. Among its numerous activities, it cooperated with the UN, establishing 14 community isolation
units in northern Syria, which benefitted 2,800 camp residents. The
organisation also joined the UN
High Commissioner for Refugees
in providing emergency assistance
worth USD 1.5mn to Syrian refugees throughout Lebanon. Further,
two agreements worth USD 2mn
were signed with UNICEF, providing
water, sanitation and hygiene services to Syrian refugees in Jordan.
In addition, Qatar Charity partnered with UNICEF in its social media awareness campaign designed
33

to encourage children to adopt precautionary measures while also providing necessary instructions for parents to help their children cope in
these troubled times.
Qatar Airways
In mid-February, five Qatar Airways Cargo freighters departed to China
carrying 300 tonnes of medical supplies donated by the airline to support
COVID-19 relief efforts. This was to mark the beginning of the airline’s commitment to helping the world at large battle the new coronavirus.
Since those early days, Qatar Airways has played a pivotal role in assisting
people the world over by transporting over two million stranded passengers back home. While most airlines completely stopped operating, Qatar
Airways has remained steadfast in its promise to bring people back home.
IATA’s data reflected this, showing that QA became the largest international carrier between April and June of 2020. Qatar Airways Cargo followed
suit by transporting essential medical supplies to impacted regions and
accounted for 8% of the total cargo market share.
The airline has paid out over USD 1.2bn in refunds to almost 600,000 passengers since March, honouring its obligations to passengers who need to
change their plans.
In recognition of frontline healthcare professionals around the world, Qatar Airways gave away 100,000 free tickets. Healthcare workers from every
country in the world, including the blockading nations, were eligible for
tickets.

Qatar has provided aid to over 80 countries battling Covid-19. A selection
of contributions is featured below.

Map A

Map B

QATAR’S INTERNATIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Destination Country Donation type
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Kyrgyzstan

420 oxygen delivery devices

Iraq

2 field hospitals with 250 beds

Italy

2 field hospitals with a total of 1,000 beds.

Iran

29 tons of medical supplies

Gaza Strip

Financing the employment of 100 medical personnel

China

300 tons of medical supplies

CHINA
300 tons of
medical supplies
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GENDER
Qatar has executed far-reaching advances at the legislative, institutional,
policy and strategy levels that ensure protection of women’s rights and
a supportive environment for gender equality, women’s empowerment,
promoting women’s leadership roles, full participation on an equal
basis, and gender mainstreaming in development. Qatar also actively
supports such efforts on the regional and international level, and above
all, it aims to lead by example.

Qatar has the highest labour force
participation rate among women
(58.5%) in the broader Arab region
and was the first country in the Gulf
to grant women the right to vote.
Gender parity has been achieved
in primary education and there are
more girls than boys in secondary education. The State of Qatar
ranked fifth globally for gender
equality in entrepreneurial activity
in the 2018/2019 Global Entrepreneurship Monitor Global Report.
Qatari women have been able to
take leading roles in all aspects
of public life. They have assumed
senior management positions in
the education, health, energy, business and technology sectors as
well as in government bodies and
have become active partners in
the Qatari Shura Council and the
Central Municipal Council, with the
share of women parliamentarians
standing at nearly 10%. The number of women working in the diplomatic corps has increased to 90,
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of whom three are diplomats with
the rank of ambassador. Qatari
women are also representatives in
many international organizations;
for example, Special Envoy of the
Secretary-General of the League of
Arab States for Humanitarian Relief,
Member of the UN Committee on
the Rights of the Child, Member of
the International Monitoring Committee for the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities
and Member of the Committee of
The UN Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW).

INTERNATIONAL
PROTOCOLS AND
CONVENTIONS
The State of Qatar has acceded
to the international protocols on
combating violence against women in all its forms. It has ratified the
Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against

Women (CEDAW) and agreed to
accede to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organised Crime and the Protocol to
the Convention on the Prevention,
Suppression and Punishment of
Trafficking in Persons, Especially
Women and Children, 2009.

COMPETENT
AUTHORITIES
The Ministry of Administrative Development, Labour and Social Affairs is the competent authority for
all matters pertaining to women. Its
Department of Family Affairs contributes to the implementation of
national strategies, plans and policies related to women. It is responsible for providing social welfare,
preparing and developing social
development programmes, and following up on their implementation
in coordination with the relevant
authorities.
The Qatar Social Work Foundation
was established in 2013 to oversee and monitor entities within the
State that are active in the area of
social work.
The State of Qatar has been addressing the problem of violence
against women through the establishment of specialised independent institutions like the Qatar
Foundation for the Protection of
Children and Women, the Qatar
Foundation for Combatting Human
Trafficking and The Humanitarian
Care Home for victims of traffick-

ing-offering protection, care and a
safe home for women and children
who are victims of violence.
Numerous projects and programmes for women’s empowerment have been initiated in accordance with the National Vision
2030, among others the Sponsoring
Women’s Project, the Small Grants
Project, the Working Women’s Programme, the Office of Women’s
Complaints, and Women; the Keepers of Heritage.

ENGAGEMENT AT THE
INTERNATIONAL LEVEL
The State of Qatar has and continues to play an active role at the
international level in the promotion
and protection of women’s rights
and empowerment:
Qatar has pledged to provide
high-quality education to one million girls by 2021, in support of the
Charlevoix declaration of the G7
summit of June 2017. These efforts
resulted in an improvement in the
status of women in labour, health,
education and training market indicators, and worked to achieve
gender equality and the empowerment of women.
Qatar has provided financial
support to many international initiatives, including the UN Entity for
Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (USD 90,000 to
support its main resources, USD
100,000 for the study on women,
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peace and security, as well as the publication of the book ‘Story: Celebration of Leading Women in the United Nations,’ and has pledged USD 1
million to the UN Office High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in
2020.
Doha Women Forum was established to give women an opportunity
to learn from experts, get inspired by the experiences of other women,
network and share ideas. Its main message is that gender balance is not
just a women’s issue, but is essential for communities and economies to
thrive.
The Qatar Foundation (QF) pledged to have women make up at least
50% of the panel speakers in all of its local and international conferences
from 2020, to foster diversity and inclusivity.

Participation in decision making and public life

2003
First woman to
occupy a seat in
the Central Council

2003
Appointment
of first female
minister (Ministry
of Education and
Higher Education)

Global Entrepreneurship Monitor Report – Gender Equality
Ranking (selected countries)

2017
Appointment of
4 Qatari female
members in Shura
Council

2010
Appointment of
first Qatari female
ambassador

The Global Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM) research project is an annual
assessment of the national level of entrepreneurial activity across 54
diverse countries.

COUNTRY

RANK

Sweden

1

Canada

2

Qatar

5

China

7

UAE
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Qatar’s female participation in the labour force
Ratio of female to male labour force participation rate (%) (modelled ILO
estimate)
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HIGHLIGHTED
PROJECTS

YOUTH
Qatar recognises youth as a major human resource for development
and positive social change and is supporting their enthusiasm and
creativity with expanding their choices and opportunities nationally, in
the region and around the world.

In recognition of the efforts exerted
by the State of Qatar in supporting
and empowering young Muslims,
Doha was declared the capital of
Islamic Youth for 2019 by the Islamic Cooperation Youth Forum.
OIC Youth Capital 2019 hosted a
series of programmes and activities held in Doha to celebrate youth
and to highlight their capabilities
and development. The event was
held under the slogan: “The Nation
with its youth”. It aimed to consolidate the values of unity, cooperation and dialogue, and to empower young people to manage public
affairs and achieve sustainable development strategies.

ENTITIES
SILATECH
Silatech is a non-profit NGO that
connects youth with job opportunities. Its overall goal is to achieve
peace and social stability by
economically empowering youth
across the world. The organisation
operates in 17 countries in which it
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actively combats unemployment,
extremism, and the marginalisation
of young men and women, particularly in conflict-affected and fragile
states. To date (annual report 2019)
Silatech has helped to create or
sustain over 1.3 million jobs and has
made a commitment to increase
that number to 3 million by 2022.
THIMUN
The THIMUN Foundation supports
efforts around the region to develop Model UN programmes and
events for young people, involving
discussion, negotiation, debate,
and personal action to address
the various problems of the world.
The THIMUN Qatar regional office,
which was created in 2011 as a joint
project between Qatar Academy
and the THIMUN Foundation, hosts
three main International events
each year: a fall leadership conference, the January high school MUN
conference, and the new Middle
School Model United Nations-Qatar, held each spring.

TOMORROW’S YOUTH
ORGANIZATION
QFFD has signed a USD 3.8mn
agreement with the Tomorrow’s
Youth Organization to implement
a number of programmes in education, health, and economic empowerment in Palestine’s West Bank
over a period of five years (20172022). The Tomorrow’s Youth Organization is an American, non-governmental organisation that works
in disadvantaged areas of the Middle East, doing community service,
and charitable work for children,
youth and parents. Beneficiaries:
11,500 individuals.
QATAR FRIENDSHIP FUND TUNISIA
In 2013, HH Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Amir pledged
USD 97mn under the Qatar Friendship Fund (QFF) Tunisia, to support
the economic development of Tunisia. The essential mission of QFF Tunisia was to enable Tunisian youth
to realise their aspirations and improve their living standards through
entrepreneurship and technology.
To date, QFF has supported 27,324
direct and indirect jobs and supported up to 6,941 small to medium
sized enterprises.
WAJD
The project aims at empowering orphaned children in Gaza and meeting their basic needs so they can

live in dignity, achieve their ambitions and become active members
of their community. With QFFD’s
support for the WAJD Program,
over 2,100 Palestinian orphans have
received support in education,
health, and economic empowerment. Budget: USD 10mn
SPARK
In 2019 QFFD signed a memorandum of understanding with the
Dutch NGO “SPARK”, with the aim
of supporting and empowering
Syrian refugee youth and internally
displaced persons in host communities, by creating sustainable job
opportunities in Syria and in host
countries.
REACH OUT TO ASIA (ROTA)
The Youth Service Club Youth
Challenge was a five-month programme for youth between 16 and
26 years of age, offering interactive and practical leadership, project management and advocacy skills training for 50 youths. It
was followed by a series of mentoring sessions to provide knowledge, skills, and promote values
to establish and sustain nine youth
clubs that implement successful
community service projects. The
clubs showcased achievements at
ROTA’s Annual Youth conference,
EMPOWER, which hosted more
than 400 youths under the theme
of active citizenship.
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AL FAKHOORA
Borderless Opportunities was an e-work project, providing youth in Gaza
with specific technical and soft skills, working space, mentoring, and methods to access e-work opportunities, allowing them to be globally competitive in the virtual economy. The project resulted in 208 youths enrolled in
a programme which focused on the most needed skills online. The top 92
participants qualified for the final phase of mentorship and coaching. This
project generated a total net income of USD 99,369 from 834 jobs offered
over three months.
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